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THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY, felt a strange thrill of satisfaction and enthusiasm, as 
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no. 3 somerset street, boston, mass. if their cause were already triumphant. 

CONTENTS. pa^ Beyond their ranks, in general society, the flood 

, 197^200 of thought and hope awakened by the Russian Emper- 

Significance of the Czar's Proposal— War and God— or ' s trumpet call has been almost unparalleled. From 

Editorial^otes . 201—206 one side of Europe to the other, from center to cir- 

The Peace Congress— Directors American Peace Society rnm-forpn^p nf trip TTnirpid Srnrfl<s in pvprv o'rtv nnrl 

-Stephen GreTiet and Alexander i.- Assassination of cumterence or me united states, in every city ana 

Empress of Austria— Cure for Anarchism— British Ad- village of every civilized state, the proposal has been 

dress to Ambassador Hay— The Woman's Journal— ,.-,.;, . ,, , „ . „ 

Dreyfus — Battle of Omdurman— Jessie Schley— Wo- discussed, in the newspapers, in the pulpit, in the 

7R^^-&^T^C^wiXSZ home > °» the ™away train, and approval of it has 

of the War. been universal, sincere and often enthusiastic. Even 
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Correspondence 207 in b ranee this has been the case, in spite ot the 

W Ll^yi ff !m faU ! t0 . S f lf - GOTemment ' WiUiam 208 « question prialable " of Alsace-Lorraine, which is 

Methods of promoting Arbitration, Rev. Josiah Strong, declared to stand in the way. This spontaneous, uni- 

Natiiral Forces that make for Peace, Professor John B. versal sanction of a proposition of such character, 

The' Outlook for Arbitration," Rev.' George E.'Horr', D.D. 214 coming unexpectedly as it did, means t wo things. 

Italy-Argentina Treaty of Arbitration 215 It expresses the general longing of civilized peoples 

The Free Baptists and War 21o r & to & v v 

===^==== ==== for more perfect unity and cooperation, and it is a 

Significance of the Czar's Proposal. tacit> but none the i ess powerful arraignment of the 

The tremendous significance of the Czar's peace greatest folly and curse of civilization. This inter- 
manifesto has become increasingly evident as the pretation put upon the Czar's manifesto by the recep- 
weeks have passed by since he gave it to the world, tion which has been accorded it, gives it a force in- 
"We therefore return to it again. finitely greater than the mere fact of its having been 

The first thing to be noticed is the great strength- sent out by "the greatest autocrat" of the world, 

enino- of the peace movement which it has given. There is an autocracy greater than that of the Czar, to 

The peace associations all over Europe, of which there which Nicholas II. and all other rulers must ulti- 

are now more than four hundred, have suddenly found mately yield. The resistless wave of this autocracy 

themselves lifted out of a condition of neglect and may move and rise slowly, but it is already, to use 

in many places of contempt into one of great respect Bjornson's simile, in all " the first story windows." 
and consideration. The whole argument of the Czar The governments themselves have hastened to ap- 

for the reduction of armaments through international prove almost as rapidly as the people, thus setting the 

agreement is the same which these associations have seal of their condemnation on the militarism of the 

been making for many years. Their ideas have been age. President McKinley has notified the Czar that 

patronizingly called beautiful, but at the same time this government heartily approves and will send a 

ridiculed as Utopian. Suddenly their thought is taken representative to the proposed Conference. A num- 

up by the sovereign of one of the greatest powers and ber of the European governments have done the 

declared to come within the scope of practical politics same thing, — we know not just how many of them, 

and to demand immediate attention. It is not sur- They will doubtless all d6 so before long. Nogov- 

prising therefore that these peace organizations have ernment having a representation at St. Petersburg 
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will be able to reject the invitation of the Czar, 
strongly supported as it has been by public senti- 
ment and by the official acceptance of so many 
heads of state. Any government doing so would 
put itself under the ban of the whole civilized world, 
and by its rejection would virtually declare that it 
prefers to live under the curse of militarism rather 
than move with others to a new plane of greater free- 
dom and less burden. If France should allow the 
question of Alsace-Lorraine to keep her out of the 
Conference, which we do not believe she will do, she 
would find herself at the close of its deliberations 
much farther from any hope of getting the two prov- 
inces back than she is to-day. 

There are doubtless great difficulties in the way 
of such a Conference reaching results of any practi- 
cal value ; but there are still more difficulties in the 
way of its proving a failure. We feel sure, then, 
that we have in sight a Conference of the powers of 
both hemispheres, momentous in the interests which 
it will have in hand beyond any gathering that has 
ever met since historic time began. It is practically 
certain that when the Conference meets it will find 
itself inevitably confronted with the whole question of 
a general international arbitration treaty providing for 
a permanent tribunal for the settlement of internation- 
al differences. This question is so closely connected 
with that of reduction of armaments that it will be 
difficult to treat the one without the other. But of 
this we do not care to prophecy. If the Conference 
meets, which we confidently expect, it will solve its 
own problems, in the providence of God. 

One thing greatly disturbs us. It ought to disturb 
every true American. This is the plan to have the 
standing army of the United States increased by act 
of Congress next winter to one hundred thousand 
men. With the Conference of the powers in pros- 
pect and already approved by President McKinley's 
action, such a proceeding on the part of this coun- 
try seems utterly contradictory and absurd. The 
plea is that the increase in the army is needed for 
garrison duty. But when the Spanish troops are 
gone from Porto Rico and Cuba, all the troops need- 
ed in those islands will be a few regiments as sym- 
bols of power. Straight-forward proceeding on the 
part of the government in the establishment of order 
in Cuba will prevent the necessity of considerable 
bodies of troops. Those needed can be spared from 
the regular army as it existed before the recent war. 



There is little need for them longer on the Indian 
borders. The same is true of the Philippines. If 
large bodies of troops are sent there and also posted 
at Honolulu, trouble is much more sure to arise than 
if only small bodies are sent merely as symbols of au- 
thority. Honorable, disinterested dealing with both 
the natives and the foreigners will work much better 
results than the presence of an army fifty thousand 
strong — even if the government commits the tre- 
mendous blunder of retaining the island of Luzon — 
which may God forbid even at the eleventh hour. 



War and God. 

The two'words look strange together, as strange 
as if you should set down Satan and peace side by 
side, and try to make them seem akin. The ideas 
behind them are so antagonistic that curious apolo- 
gies are resorted to to make them seem compatible. 
God is fashioned, or refashioned, after men's own 
likeness, clothed with their characteristics, given 
their ideas and purposes, filled with their feelings, 
and then set out to work their will. This is always 
the case when men mix God up with war. The war 
as they make it is just. Their cause is his cause. 
He is on their side. They pray that he may aid and 
protect them ; that their heads may be covered in the 
day of battle ; that their enemies may be beaten 
down and destroyed. Nobody ever heard of minis- 
ters in the pulpit — war ministers we mean — or chap- 
lains in armies praying that God would cover the 
heads of the enemy in the day of battle, that he 
would feed and clothe and shield the poor soldiers 
in the opposing lines. Te Deums are never sung 
when defeats come and the enemy triumphs. 

The God who is thus manufactured, or metamor- 
phosed, for war purposes, is not the God who is 
preached in time of peace, as the Father of all, not 
the God of the missionary, not the " Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ " who died for all men, who came 
" not to destroy men's lives but to save them," not 
the God of self-sacrifice and forgiveness, but a beino 1 
of selfish vindictiveness. A mere look between the 
lids of the New Testament is enough to convince one 
that the God there revealed has no likeness to this 
God selfishly improvised for the purposes of victory 
in war. Indeed, men rarely try to get support for 
their war-God out of the New Testament, where 
God is always the God of love and peace. They 
fly to the Old Testament, to a time and a literature 
from which they would never dream of drawing 
their models for family morality, or church institu- 
tions, or political systems. When they wish to 
uphold war, they argue that God never changes ; in 
all other respects they declare that change is the law 
of his revelation, that the new and more complete 
forever supersedes the old and partial. Their God 



